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. = B S Attached is the package that we plan to have
‘ : Fazio give to the Chinese Ee%' (Wed. ,

R August 30). The Defense memo is being
' retyped verbatim on plain paper; we would
leave off the chart, as well as the heading

_ R TI and Moorer's name on the memorandum,
e e L '?i' . | At Tab B is Kennedy's report on his meetmg
¢ 7 ‘ C ‘ vesterday.
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Attached for the information of the Chiheée side is a copy |
- of the. . report, which the U.S. side mentioned
on August 28, 1972, concerning the August 22, 1972 incident.
The U.S. side expresses once again its sincere fegret for
the loés of life resulting from this matter. It will do its utmost to
- prevent reoccurrence, but wishes to point oui: that the activities

involved run the risk of inadvertent and regrettable incidents.
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© .. Subject: PRC.Protest Over the Sinking of a Small
| Wntcrborng Logistic Craft on' 2@ August 1972 .
. l ' '

1. An investigation hes been conducted of a PRC ‘prote

reg P PN o oy . 0% PRC ‘protest

S ERoche siiking of an alleged PRC_lifeboat in the Vicinity

inéluaedg“ Island on 22 August 1972, The investigation
officon Berﬁﬂnal interview of tho Pilots by the commending

oxgtcexr, Uriskeny, photos of Hung Chi 151 on 2§ August. 1972
.wﬂs,ugﬁ?gg§§i§§°?%gﬁﬁsgﬂxi?g gffmc?r USS Truxton whose ship .

' Se W0 . <7 aircraft involved. o ' :
.,.eloments disclosod by this 1nv¢stisntiox 3Xr;: Th‘ principal

a. The movements ‘and nature of the craft attacked coin-

cided with the movemonts and nature of many other waterborne '~

logistic craft noted in the past. Theso ¢raft have boon -

@ttacked and destroyed bLecause they are engaged in- transporting

. Supplies from merchant ships .at. Hon Npu ‘¢ 4 T
. Doieocratic Renqbliciof-Viegnnm. .n. gu‘agcéorage tnto e

: b. The location of tho bcat.at 4] e |
i e OLa L, e time of the bombin
.Kﬁ?Ang;g¥im%¥oly 1500 feet from thc ncarest merchant ship.g
‘ : 1ght requested permission from thé USS Truxton to

. 8trtack the boat. Tiuxton authorized expengﬁng ordnance against ;
[ .o

. the boat only after the iL0ts fwice :

y vy o0 hao - , & check T presence of
'i%?%gggqt%°Pgrtuﬂ-huck there was no flag, Althbngh the PRC
boxes or 12 tbaﬁ_was a *"lifeloat," the aircrews report. seversl

. obébrvut“qra es were observed in the boat. Based on this ,

: by nhé‘gé°2{ %3!““5 concluded that supplies wore being carried
o "boat w vor ‘,,1°tnﬁm@5°wfr9m-the northern merchant ship.. The
CEe ‘?ngunk,w@tb one 500 1b bomb diopped £yrom an A-7..

G 25 Migust photography-xoveals that Hung Chi is'
Ve MAS ' "o e y 5 : t Hung Chi is™ .
e g%&?gnnao?g'qf-tha‘tw°'smallfb°a¢5ﬂhQrma11Y carried aft, '

L puTmiend e o A8 August had both Boats 'in place.. It may be.
L sed from this information and from the corralation: of

*oat_sxzas..thnt\ghe boat ‘which was sunk could. have beoen from .

ﬂgﬁpheaﬁung Chi. 181,
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- d.- According to the PRC, the boat was sunk at 18%47!56% %
105°457112%; the A-=7 £light roported tho position ag 187477457,
105°458'. . The two .posltions differ onl{ 1100' in thoir nmth:.

“south oriomtation. ‘Tt is notod that this position is app&px
imatoly one-third of the distance £rom shore line to Hon Ngu

Ifsland == another indication to the airerew that thc,boat;W“ﬂ
S car ;ry‘i.l_xg supplies, .

2. To summarizoe: The boat appedarod to be carrying SUPV%%as’
it was mear shore according to both PRC.and alrcrow Teporty;
it was not £lying a flag; two low-level identification passos
‘wore made to ascertain the boat's mission, The attack was iy
initiated in sccordance with the formally proclaimed intention
of the Uaited States to prevent the dolivery of seaborne supr
pliecs to the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. :
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: 'f"" to the Chinese side, Amhas"ador Hua asked if all that had been read wasg
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'MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION -

PARTICIPANTS: Ambassador Huang Hua
' QT - E 'Mxe. Shih, Interpreter

L3

:M Richard T. Kennedy, NSC Staff

DATEANDTIME ' 'M{mday, August 28, 1972, 5:00-5:30 p.m,
PLACE; - Lot New York

Afﬁer a brief exchange of pleas amtm.es, Mr. Kennedy noted that he had both
2 wriiten message and an oral message to ¢onvey., He then read the written
message at Tab A. He then indicated that the US side would be receiving

a further report on this incident by August 29, 1972, and would communicate

~eonlained in the note which Me. 'Kennedy handed to him to which Mz, Kennedy
\replied affirmatively. The Ambassador indicated that he would transmit the
message to his government. Hé invited My, Kennedy then to malke the oral

staterncnt. . l .’ - .

Mr. Kennedy Lhc-n rend the cn:al statement at Tab B, The Ambassador said

. that he would transmit the oral message to the Prime Minister. He then

made the following statoment spcaking without notes:

W' e transmitted through this channel the PRC position on this
incident, It is as stated iniour message, The lifoboat belonged to
the Chinese; it did not car ry cargo; and it was flying tho flag of
‘the PRC. This position was clearly stated in the message given
to the US side in the statement of the Foreign Minister and the
speech made by the spukesman of the Ministry of Information.
We hope that the US side: wiu be dealing seriously with this
matter and that it will sec\wa against recurronces of similar incidents.

The Chineso Governmcmt mservos the right to recquest cmm:u,nsauon
for losscs,
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1 hope that.you will let s know of your final report of the _ .
investigations, A$ was stated in our message the last time, the 1.
Chinase side has made ropeated represcntations to the US side

. but still incidents recur, That is why the Chinese side could not
but make public the facts of this incident. The US side has made
many representations as to guarantees of steps to assure against
such incidents but still incidents have recurred, The Chinese
Government therefore could not but protest to the US side. The
statement by the US Command in-Saigon was totally indenial of
this incident, In short, the message, the statement of the Foreign
Minister and tho speech of the Government's spokesman have made
the Chinese side's position very ¢lear, We will not dwell on it
further here. I bope the Us side will investigage tho incident

seriously. Iwill transmit the messages you have given me to our
government. Lo - ' |

e

H

Mr. Kennedy assured the Ambassador that as the note indicated, the us
side takes these matters and representations of the Chinese side concerning
themn very seriously indeed and investigates them very thoroughly. He
stated that the Ambassador's statement would be conveyed to Dr. K.:'Es'smger.

- The Ambassador expressed appreciation and said that he would await the
further report but that meanwhile the written and oral messages which
Mr. Kennedy had given him would be transmitted. '

"'Fonléwing closing plda.am;triés;?the ‘Ambassador indidated that he would look
© “forwprd to receiving the further report of the incident and expresscd
 appreciation for Mr, Kecnunedy's bringing the messages to him.
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